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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK: 

Dear Colleagues: 

One of the more alarming and escalating trends facing our 

country is the ongoing threat of cyberattacks. According to 

AAG IT, more than 236 million ransomware attacks were 

reported worldwide in just the first six months of 2022. 

Malware and ransomware attacks are rising rapidly and 

showing no signs of moderating. Local governments, school 

districts, financial institutions and businesses are particularly 

vulnerable, as we learned firsthand with Suffolk County’s 

recent cyberattack that crippled its operations. The cost to 

the county already is in the millions of dollars and rising. 

We were fortunate to have Kevin Cooke, U.S. Secret Service 

senior special agent and cybersecurity expert, as our guest 

speaker at the January General Membership meeting. 

Currently assigned to the New York Field Office’s Financial 

Crimes Taskforce, Mr. Cooke has more than 20 years’ 

experience investigating federal law violations. His most 

notable investigations centered around cybercrime involving 

transnational criminal enterprise, organizations and 

individuals engaged in identity theft, and Medicare fraud. 

A dynamic and engaging speaker, Mr. Cooke provided 

valuable guidance about how we can create and maintain  
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safe and secure cyber activity at work and home. He also fielded numerous questions 

from our members. We appreciate Kevin Cooke taking time from his busy schedule 

to share his knowledge and expertise.  

Governor Continues Assault on Home Rule 

During last year’s gubernatorial campaign, Governor Hochul announced her desire 

to address the housing shortage by legalizing “accessory dwelling units” (ADU)  

across the state. This “one size fits all” approach did not consider the vast differences 

in communities and was a direct assault on Home Rule and local zoning authority. 

Long Island villages and towns galvanized in opposition and the subsequent political 

firestorm forced the governor to back down. But her concession was short-lived. In 

her first proposed budget following her election, Governor Hochul revised her 

approach but not her intent to have the state ultimately control local zoning. This time, 

she wants to mandate all municipalities increase by 3% in three years, the number 

of housing units within their jurisdictions. Those failing to do so will allow builders to 

appeal to the state for a zoning override.  
 

Stevens Martinez, the governor’s Nassau County  representative, contacted me and 

requested a meeting  with NCVOA mayors.  He arranged for a Zoom call on  January 

23rd with RuthAnne Visnaukas, Commissioner of the New York State Division of 

Housing and Community Renewal, and Deputy Commissioner Betsy Mallow. The 

purpose was to brief mayors on the details of the governor’s proposal and hopefully 

solicit our input. As the Mayors can attest, it was obvious the governor’s office has no 

interest in local input or in amending  its proposal. It also was quite apparent that this 

ill-advised scheme lacks in-depth studies, facts, and details.  
 

This priority issue for the NCVOA has ignited a groundswell of opposition from towns, 

cities, villages, media, and community organizations across the state. Once again, 

the NCVOA will be marshaling our resources to prevent the state from implementing 

any local zoning mandates. The Executive Board is creating a plan of action and we 

will need your help in communicating information to your legislators and residents. 

We will provide details in the near future. 

 

Bail Reform Fuels Record Crime Jump in Nassau County 
 

Do you think bail reform has had no impact on crime in Nassau County? Think again. 

According to a recent Newsday article, major crimes in Nassau County jumped 41% 

in 2022. While violent crimes were slightly lower, the county experienced huge 

increases in property crimes: Grand larcenies up more than 34%; residential 



burglaries increased 56%; and stolen vehicles spiked by 72.5%. These alarming 

statistics validate what village mayors have been reporting in their communities, 

particularly on the North Shore. Both Nassau County Police Commissioner Pat Ryder 

and Suffolk Commissioner Rodney Harrison attribute the massive crime hike to bail 

reform, saying it creating a “rotating door” with criminals being issued appearance 

tickets instead of being arrested, only to return the next day to re-commit crimes. 
 

The NCVOA has been a vocal critic of bail reform, calling for the state to make major 

revisions to stem increases in criminal activities occurring in our villages. Our state 

elected officials cannot continue to ignore these statistics and must act decisively 

during this legislative session to overhaul bail reform and restore law and order in our 

communities. 
 

Integrity is Paramount 
 

As village officials, we are elected by the majority of voting residents with the 

expectation we will govern effectively and efficiently, putting the best interests of our 

village and residents above all else. When we take office, we immediately assume a 

significant responsibility as we are held to a higher standard. We are expected to be 

ethical, honest, and forthright. Our integrity is paramount. Any manner of deceit or 

deception is intolerable and inexcusable. Unfortunately, when an individual’s 

unethical behavior is exposed, we all suffer the ramifications as the general public 

tends to paint all elected officials with the same brush.  
 

The George Santos revelations are nothing short of astounding and unlike any we 

have experienced in Nassau County. It instantly vaulted the importance of integrity to 

new heights. My initial reaction to the news of his intentionally falsifying his 

background, credentials, and personal and campaign finances was similar to many 

– astonishment and disbelief. However, I reserved judgement until all the facts had 

been gathered. But as the facts began to materialize, my initial skepticism quickly 

turned to anger and frustration. Santos’ deliberate betrayal of public trust was 

amplified by his refusal to recognize the gravity of his misdeeds, directly address any 

questions, accept responsibility for his actions, apologize for his duplicity and step 

down. This arrogance and defiance spurred my joining the growing chorus of elected 

officials calling for his resignation or removal.  
 

The message needs to be sent loud and clear. Violating public trust is just as 

egregious as violating the law. Those doing so should forfeit the privilege of serving 

in elected office. 

 



Next Meeting is February 7 
 

Our General Membership meetings typically are held the second Tuesday of each 

month. This year, the second Tuesday falls on Valentine’s Day. Out of deference to 

our spouses and significant others, we changed the date to Tuesday, February 7. Our 

guest speaker will be NYCOM Counsel John Mancini, who will address the topic of 

municipal ethics – a timely subject given the George Santos calamity. Also, we will 

be discussing the Governor’s proposed Housing Compact. I look forward to being 

with you and Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Mayor Nora Haagenson 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

95% of cyberattacks are the result of human error, according to Kevin 

Cooke, U.S. Secret Service senior special agent and cybersecurity expert. 

CYBERSECURITY TOOLKIT: 

At the January General Membership meeting, Guest Speaker Kevin Cooke, 

U.S. Secret Service senior special agent and cybersecurity expert, offered 

these tips to help prevent cyberattacks.  His full PowerPoint presentation is 

available HERE. 

Password Hygiene – Inventory all your online accounts; use strong passwords 

for each account as well as multi-factor authorizations; close all unused 

accounts; consider using an encrypted password manager. 

 Operating Systems – Make sure you keep current with all updates; activate 

the auto updates feature on your equipment. 

 Install and use a VPN 

 Education & Actions – Keep and use only three credit cards and dedicate one 

card for purchases at gas station pumps and other public locations; use secure 

connections; update your firewall and encryption; use extreme caution when 

posting personal information on social media. 

 Inventory all connected devices 

http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2023/02/Current-trends-in-technology-and-crime-2023.pdf


NC FIRE POLICE EMS ACADEMY TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES: 

The Nassau County Fire Police EMS Academy located at NUMC has served 

our First Responder community for decades. As its role and capabilities 

continue to evolve, and to fulfil the increasing interest in trainings to our 

community; they are happy to offer training to the public. Click HERE 

 for their flyer on available courses.  Please don’t hesitate to contact them at 

516-573-9991 for information on training opportunities. 

NOT REPEATED HERE BUT IN OUR DECEMBER--JANUARY 
NEWSLETTER:   CLICK HERE OR VIEW IT ON OUR WEBSITE AT 
NCVOA.ORG. 

 

THE FUTURE OF LIPA COMMISSION AND COMMENTS SOLICITED 
 

COMBATING ANTISEMITISM AND MAYOR PARTICIPATION 

NASSAU COUNTY’S SEPTIC ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM TO IMPROVE 

CLEANLINESS (S.E.P.T.I.C.) GRANT PROGRAM 

THE FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA: 

The logos of our Friends of the NCVOA appear at the end of this newsletter and on 

our website – ncvoa.org.  If you click on a Friends’ logo, you will be taken to their 

website home page. 

 

 

[Continued on the following page.]

http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2023/02/NC-Fire-Police-EMS-Academy-flyer.pdf
https://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2022/12/NCVOA-Dec-2022-Jan-2023-Newsletter.pdf
http://www.ncvoa.org/
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FROM OUR JANUARY DINNER MEETING 
 

 

Guest Speaker Kevin Cooke, senior special agent with the U.S. 
Secret Service, provided valuable tips on how to prevent a 

cyberattack at home and work. 

 

 

Kevin Cooke with NCVOA President Nora Haagenson and 
Cedarhurst Mayor Benjamin Weinstock. 

 

Hempstead Mayor Waylyn Hobbs, Jr. with Westbury Trustee 
Bill Wise. 

 

Munistat Services Vice President Joseph Nocerino and CEO 
Noah Nadeslon (Friends of the NCVOA). 

 

Metropolitan Commercial Bank First Vice President Denney 
Teets with New York Municipal Energy Program Managing 

Director Ed Carey (Friends of the NCVOA). 

 

Mill Neck Mayor Peter Quick with Brookville Mayor and 
NCVOA Immediate Past President Dan Serota. 



 

NCVOA Past Presidents Marvin Natiss, Ralph Ekstrand and 
David Tanner. 

 

Baxter Estates Deputy Mayor Charles Comer with East 
Williston Mayor and NCVOA Treasurer Bonnie Parente. 

 

Garden City Trustee Mary Carter Flanagan and IT Director 
Ryan Sheehan. 

 

NCVOA President Nora Haagenson with Westbury Mayor and 
NCVOA Past President Peter Cavallaro. 

 

 

 

 
The Last Word: 
 
 
 

“Perfection is not attainable,  
but if we chase perfection  
we can catch excellence.”  

                              
              

  – Vince Lombardi 
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FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA 
Click on a Friends’ logo to go to their website home page 

 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.alticeusa.com
https://engage.att.com/new_york
https://bencorplans.usretirementpartners.com/
http://www.cameronengineering.com
https://www.chsli.org/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.compalliance.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ceperreta%40wrightinsurance.com%7Ca23c03132e2d499d715b08da7ad4fd4d%7Cf1289cc584564f288eab700d1300fc5d%7C0%7C0%7C637957352459810437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9JfqdrOmEJalp66rcchS4HKBCX1zGTJpt3r2aQU0EWk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.corpsyn.com
http://www.db-eng.com


 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.fnbli.com
http://www.flushingbank.com
http://www.forchellilaw.com
http://www.fbsnet.com
http://www.goodenergy.com
http://www.h2m.com
http://www.habbank.com
http://www.harrisbeach.com
http://www.hawkins.com
http://www.licanys.org


 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.mclaughlinstern.com
http://www.mcbanknycom/
http://www.southnassau.org
http://www.Mhabermanassoc.com
http://www.munistat.com
http://www.nationalgridus.com
http://www.northwell.edu/center-for-emergency-medical-services
http://www.nycom.org/
http://www.newyorkclass.org


 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.perma.org
http://www.rmbny.com
https://sahnward.com
http://www.salernoins.com
http://www.siemens.com
http://www.paston.com
http://www.scvoa.com
http://www.total.us.com
http://www.visionlongisland.com

