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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK: 

Dear Colleagues: 

Now that the books are closed on another election season, 

we can breathe a collective sigh of relief. For the past several 

months it seemed as if there was no escaping the incessant 

negative campaign advertisements. This year’s contests had 

significant statewide implications, most notably for governor 

and state senate. The marquis race pitted Governor Kathy 

Hochul against Congressman Lee Zeldin. It was a hard-

fought contest with Governor Hochul being emerging as the 

winner, becoming New York State’s first female elected 

governor. We congratulate Governor Hochul on her victory.   

At the national level, Nassau County’s Congressional races 

played a significant role in shifting control in the U.S 

Congress. Democratic seats held by Kathleen Rice and Tom 

Suozzi, who decided not to seek re-election, were won by 

Republicans George Santos and Anthony D’Esposito.     

Locally, the NCVOA’s concerns about the rising crime fallout 

from the volatile No Bail laws seemed to have resonated with 

Nassau County voters. While this issue may not have 

generated much interest in other parts of the state, it 

obviously was a critical factor in Nassau County as voters  
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voiced their displeasure by ousting two senate incumbents. Former State Senator and Mineola 

Mayor Jack Martins recaptured his senate seat by defeating Anna Kaplan and Nassau County 

Legislator Steve Rhoads bested Senator John Brooks in the newly re-districted 5th district. 

Republican Alexis Weik, who served in the former 5th District, was elected to represent the 

newly created 8th District. In an open seat, Malverne Village Trustee Patricia Canzoneri-

Fitzpatrick defeated Bellerose Village Mayor Kenneth Moore. Two Nassau County village 

officials are returning to the Assembly as former Lynbrook Mayor and Assemblyman Brian 

Curran regained the seat he lost in 2018 to Judy Griffin while Cedarhurst Trustee Ari Brown 

was elected to his first full term after winning a special election this past April. 

Contrary to early speculation, the election results did not alter the balance of power in Albany. 

Republicans flipped three state senate seats on Long Island but it was not enough to gain the 

majority. This could make it more challenging for the NCVOA to realize significant progress on 

revising bail reform. Our newly elected Nassau County representatives may not have the 

political clout to successfully orchestrate a complete overhaul of this severely flawed legislation; 

however, we are hopeful they will work collaboratively as a bi-partisan coalition to feverishly 

articulate Nassau County’s widespread opposition and induce meaningful progress in 

addressing bail reform deficiencies. 

The new legislative session will soon begin with many unanswered questions: Will the 

Democratic majority in the senate and assembly acknowledge the fear of rising crime in the 

suburbs and take actions to address it? Will the budget process be amicable and productive? 

Will state aid to municipalities increase? How will the state orchestrate the rollout of cannabis 

dispensaries?  

The NCVOA will continue working closely with NYCOM and John Kiernan, our Albany lobbyist, 

to remain active and engaged as we advocate for our residents. We will keep you apprised of 

developments as they unfold.   

Honoring Our Veterans 

Last month, we celebrated Veteran’s Day – our nation’s most somber and poignant holiday. The 

personal sacrifices made by generations of servicemen and women and their families have 

preserved the freedom all Americans enjoy today. It is somewhat disheartening to see the 

commemorative parades dwindle in attendance. This year’s inclement weather definitely was 

a contributing factor. But we should not allow an annual parade to fulfill our obligation to honor 

our soldiers. Let’s make every day Veteran’s Day. When you see a veteran, a “Thank you for 

your service” is a simple but significant recognition of his or her service to our country.  

 



New Year, New Beginning 

The New Year traditionally signals a new beginning. After the turmoil of the past several years, 

I think all of us eagerly welcome a fresh start. 

As we begin the New Year, I am inspired by the words of poet and civil rights activist Maya 

Angelou: “When you do nothing you feel overwhelmed and powerless. But when you get 

involved you feel the sense of hope and accomplishment that comes from knowing you are 

working to make things better.”  

On behalf of the officers and Executive Board, I wish you and your families a blessed holiday 

season and a New Year filled with peace, happiness and prosperity. I am optimistic that more 

members will be inspired to become involved and look forward to working with you in 2023 to 

make things better. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mayor Nora Haagenson 

 

THE FUTURE OF LIPA: 

A New York State legislative commission on the future of the Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) 

was established in 2022 to develop and present to the legislature an action plan for 

implementing a true public power model for residents of Long Island and the Rockaways. This 

means LIPA would directly provide electric service to the more than three million residents and 

thousands of businesses in its service area without contracting out that responsibility to an 

investor-owned, for-profit utility. 

The goal is to avoid the tens of millions of dollars in annual management fees paid to an outside 

utility; establish greater transparency and clearer lines of accountability for the safe, reliable, 

and affordable delivery of electricity to ratepayers; and give LIPA's customers a greater say in 

how this essential service is provided. 

The commission is charged with conducting public hearings, forming and collaborating with an 

advisory committee of resident stakeholders, and ultimately reporting to the legislature on the 

specific actions, legislation, and timeline necessary to restructure LIPA into a true publicly 

owned power authority. 

The commission is bipartisan and representative of LIPA's service area, comprising four 

senators and four assembly members chosen by the legislature's majority and minority leaders, 



representing parts of Nassau and Suffolk counties on Long Island, and the Rockaways in 

Queens, and co-chaired by a member of the senate and the assembly. 

It encourages residents and others with a stake in Long Island and the Rockaways to follow 

its work and share suggestions and ideas for how best to achieve its goals, through its 

hearings or by leaving a comment on its website. 

The first public hearings were held on November 29 and two others are scheduled for 

December 15 and 16.  Further hearings will be held after a draft report has been prepared.  

Ralph Kreitzman, our Executive Director, was appointed to the 15 person advisory committee.   

Information on the commission, the governing law and more is located on the commission’s 

website – nylipa.gov. The website will be updated periodically. 

COMBATING ANTISEMITISM: 

The American Jewish Committee’s Mayors United Against Antisemitism Campaign has 

garnered over 700 mayors nationwide from all 50 states and the District of Columbia and is 

formal partnership with the U.S. Conference of Mayors. A number of our village mayors already 

have signed on to the campaign.  

As the AJC Long Island continues to combat the scourge of antisemitism, it is launching a 

bipartisan bi-county initiative and the NCVOA has signed on. On December 5 the AGC Long 

Island will hold its annual meeting at Midway Jewish Center in Syosset, and will  launch the 

initiative then. 

The initiative, AJC Long Island Municipal Leaders Against Antisemitism is a group of elected 

officials on the municipal level (county, town, village) who come together to learn about 

antisemitism, share experiences combating antisemitism, and forge a united path forward. They 

aim to have a small steering committee, including a representative from the NCVOA, and hold 

two in person meetings per year. The goals are to learn from AJC and outside experts and 

municipal leaders with experience on how to prevent and respond to antisemitism, share AJC 

resources like AJC Call to Action to Combat Antisemitism – Local and State Action Items, and 

encourage adoption of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working 

definition of Antisemitism, already adopted by Nassau and Suffolk County, six towns and 

several villages. It is used by the U.S. government and dozens of foreign nations. The group 

would also work on what implementation of the definition would look like on Long Island. 

If you wish to sign on to either of the initiatives, please contact Eric Post, the Long Island 

Director of the American Jewish Committee, at poste@ajc.org or by telephone at 212-891-

1446. 

http://www.nylipa.gov/
mailto:poste@ajc.org


NASSAU COUNTY’S SEPTIC ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM TO IMPROVE 

CLEANLINESS (S.E.P.T.I.C.) GRANT PROGRAM: 

Please read the PowerPoint presentation on the above topic for relevant information on 

nitrogen pollution and details on the S.E.P.T.I.C. grant program. It can be found HERE. Feel 

free to pass this information on to your residents. 

DID YOU KNOW?  Of course you did. Every Vote Counts.   

Here is another example-- 

The election to fill a city council seat in a Michigan town was settled by drawing two pieces of 

paper from a bowl, days after a 616-616 tie. 

The new council member in Rogers City isTimeen Adair, whose paper said “elected.” Brittany 

VanderWall’s paper said “not elected.” 

THE FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA: 

The logos of our Friends of the NCVOA appear at the end of this newsletter and on our website 

– ncvoa.org.  If you click on a Friends’ logo, you will be taken to their website home page. 

 

FROM OUR NOVEMBER DINNER MEETING 

 

 

Hempstead Town Supervisor Don Clavin, who was unable to 
attend the October meeting featuring the town supervisors, 

addresses the general membership. 

 

Tom Donato of Haberman Associates provided an overview of 
the NYS Office of Rail Property Tax Services (ORPTS) and 

explained the role of the assessor. 

http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2022/11/NC-SEWERS-PPT.pptx
http://www.ncvoa.org/


 

NCVOA Counsel Gary Fishberg provided tax certiorari 
guidance to the membership. 

 

NCVOA President Nora Haagenson with Immediate Past 
President Dan Serota. 

 

Siemens Long Island Market Lead Regina Zara (Friends 
of the NCVOA) with Farmingdale Mayor and NCVOA  

Past President Ralph Ekstrand 

 

Guest Speaker Tom Donato of Haberman Associates (Friends 
 of the NCVOA) with Baxter Estates Deputy Mayor 

 Charles Comer 

 

Floral Park Village Clerk Susan Walsh with Hawkins  
Delafield & Wood Bond Attorney Robert Smith (Friends  

of the NCVOA). 

 

North Hills Deputy Mayor Dennis Sgambati, Floral Park 
Trustee Jennifer Stewart and North Hills Mayor and NCVOA 

Past President Marvin Natiss. 



 

NCVOA Counsel Gary Fishberg, Manorhaven Mayor 
 John Popeleski and NCVOA President  

Nora Haagenson. 

 

NCVOA Executive Director Ralph Kreitzman with  
Oyster Bay Cove Deputy Mayor Richard MacDougall and 

Mayor Charles Goulding. 

 

 

 

 
The Last Word: 
 
 
 

“You will never do anything in this 
world without courage. It is the 

greatest quality of the mind  
next to honor.”  

                                        – Aristotle 
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https://engage.att.com/new_york
https://bencorplans.usretirementpartners.com/
http://www.cameronengineering.com
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.compalliance.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ceperreta%40wrightinsurance.com%7Ca23c03132e2d499d715b08da7ad4fd4d%7Cf1289cc584564f288eab700d1300fc5d%7C0%7C0%7C637957352459810437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9JfqdrOmEJalp66rcchS4HKBCX1zGTJpt3r2aQU0EWk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.corpsyn.com
http://www.db-eng.com
http://www.fnbli.com
http://www.flushingbank.com
http://www.forchellilaw.com
http://www.fbsnet.com


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.goodenergy.com
http://www.h2m.com
http://www.habbank.com
http://www.harrisbeach.com
http://www.hawkins.com
http://www.licanys.org
http://www.mclaughlinstern.com
http://www.mcbanknycom/
http://www.southnassau.org


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.Mhabermanassoc.com
http://www.munistat.com
http://www.nationalgridus.com
http://www.northwell.edu/center-for-emergency-medical-services
http://www.nycom.org/
http://www.newyorkclass.org
http://www.perma.org
http://www.rmbny.com
https://sahnward.com


  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.salernoins.com
http://www.siemens.com
http://www.paston.com
http://www.scvoa.com
http://www.total.us.com
http://www.visionlongisland.com

