June 2022 Newsletter
OUR NEXT
MEETING WILL BE
OUR ANNUAL
MEETING --

ALL IN-PERSON MEETING ATTENDEES
MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED

THURSDAY,
JUNE 30

NOTE THAT OUR JUNE MEETING WILL BE
ON THURSDAY, JUNE 30

AT WESTBURY
MANOR
AT 6:30 PM
WE WILL ELECT,
AND
NYS COMPTROLLER
TOM DINAPOLI
WILL INSTALL OUR
OFFICERS AND
SPEAK
Click here for our 2022-2023
meeting schedule.

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK:
Dear Colleagues:
Many National Football League historians consider the late
Green Bay Packers Head Coach and NFL Hall of Famer
Vince Lombardi the most prolific head coach in NFL history.
While his coaching career ended 53 years ago, his highly
profound and motivational messages continue to inspire
individuals and organizations to this day.
“The achievements of an organization are the results of
the combined effort of each individual” is one Lombardi
quote that particularly resonates with me as I think it captures
the essence of the NCVOA and all the outstanding individuals
whose collective efforts make this such a formidable group.
This spirit was clearly evident to me during my tenure as
president – a time when our resiliency was put to the test.

President Daniel Serota
Mayor of the Village of Brookville

This past year was, by all accounts, a very tumultuous period
as the NCVOA’s operations were far from what would be
considered routine. We started by conducting our General

Membership meetings via Zoom, then we reverted to in-person meetings, then back to Zoom,
and finally back to in-person. Despite the constant flux, our members and Friends of the NCVOA
remained devoted, active participants.
This dedication was particularly evident during the 2022 state budget process. When Governor
Hochul released her proposed budget, she attempted to seize land use and zoning powers
from local municipalities by including two zoning mandates. It ignited widespread opposition as
the NCVOA and our member villages joined NYCOM and town, city and village leaders from
across the State of New York in contacting state senators and assembly representatives to
voice outrage and vehemently protest this unprecedented attempt to usurp local control.
The ensuing intense political pressure resulted in the governor removing these mandates from
her proposed budget, preserving a critical tenet of village government. It is reassuring knowing
this organization is strong and willing to rise to any and all challenges.
As I complete my term at the end of this month, I consider myself very fortunate to have had
the privilege of serving as your president. There is not enough space in this article to thank the
many friends and colleagues who helped guide and support me. There are, however, a few I
would like to publicly recognize.
First, I would like to express my appreciation to the members of the Executive Board. This
dedicated group volunteers additional time to establish NCVOA policies and priorities. I have
learned so much from these seasoned leaders and value their wisdom, advice and friendship.
Special thanks to Executive Director Ralph Kreitzman for keeping the NCVOA’s operations
running smoothly throughout the year; Executive Director Emeritus Warren Tackenberg for
coordinating the Annual Dinner & Testimonial; Counsel Gary Fishberg for his expertise and
legal counsel; and John Kiernan, our Albany lobbyist who is a master at working behind the
scenes. His value to our organization is not highly visible but highly valuable.
At the end of June, we will install new officers and I am confident the NCVOA will remain viable,
relevant and flourish under new leadership.
Thank you, again, for your unwavering support. Please continue to be safe and stay strong,
and have a fantastic summer!
With sincere fondness and gratitude,

Mayor Daniel Serota

CONGRATULATIONS MAYOR MURRAY:
Our Rockville Centre mayor, Fran Murray, in May at NYCOM’s annual meeting, was elected
President of that fine organization.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT FOR ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
As noted above, our Thursday, June 30 annual meeting, we will elect and install our officers for
the year starting that day.
In accordance with our By-Laws, our officers – President, First Vice President, Second Vice
President and Treasurer – must be a mayor of a member village in good standing. Our President
had appointed a Nominating Committee, which is charged with nominating officers for election.
The Committee is comprised of Mayors Peter Cavallaro, Barbara Donno and Ralph Ekstrand,
Deputy Mayor Dennis Sgambati and Trustee Thomas Cohen.
The Committee met and reviewed the qualifications of the persons requesting consideration,
and had an open discussion about each potential nominee and their qualifications. The
Committee voted unanimously to nominate and recommend to the membership the following
slate of officers:
Nora Haagenson, Mayor of the Village of Baxter Estates – President
Elliott Conway, Mayor of the Village of Upper Brookville – First Vice President
Edward Novick, Mayor of the Village of Old Westbury – Second Vice President
Bonnie Parente, Mayor of the Village of East Williston -- Treasurer
Nominations also may be made by a writing signed by at least 25 elected officials representing
at least five member villages and filed with our Executive Director, Ralph Kreitzman no later
than June 20.

2022-2023 MEETING SCHEDULE:
Our schedule of meetings for the balance of 2022 and 2023 can be found on our website (there
is a link on our home page under Upcoming Meetings) and at meeting schedule.

DID YOU KNOW?:
June 14 is Flag Day, also called National Flag Day. It commemorates the date in 1777 when
the United States approved the design for its first national flag.

Presidents Woodrow Wilson (in 1916) and Calvin Coolidge (in 1927) issued proclamations
requesting June 14 as National Flag Day. It was not until August 3, 1949 that Congress
approved the national observance and President Harry Truman signed it into law.

MEET THE FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA:
The logos of our Friends of the NCVOA appear at the end of this newsletter and on our website
– ncvoa.org. If you click on a Friends’ logo, you will be taken to their website home page.

FROM OUR MAY MEETING:

Nassau County Comptroller Elaine Phillips, who also served as
Flower Hill Mayor and NYS Senator, was among familiar faces
and friends when she addressed the membership about her
vision and plans for the comptroller’s office.

NCVOA First Vice President and Baxter Estates Mayor Nora
Haagenson, NCVOA Past President and Plandome Manor
Mayor Barbara Donno. and NCVOA President and Brookville
Mayor Dan Serota.

Former Mineola Mayor and NYS Senator Jack Martins, Floral
Park Trustee Jennifer Stewart, and North Hills Mayor and
NCVOA Past President Marvin Natiss.

Thomaston Mayor Stephen Weinberg, NCVOA Past President
and Westbury Mayor Peter Cavallaro, NCVOA Past President
and Plandome Manor Mayor Barbara Donno, and Former
Mineola Mayor and NYS Senator Jack Martins.

Simon Paston & Sons Agency Vice President Jacob Scheiner
(Friends of the NCVOA) with Thomaston Mayor Stephen
Weinberg.

Rich Bovine, president of RMB Group (Friends of the NCVOA)
and Lynbrook Village Administrator John Giordano

Westbury Village Clerk Chrissy Kiernan, First Vice President
and Baxter Estates Mayor Nora Haagenson, and Past President
and Farmingdale Mayor Ralph Ekstrand.

NCVOA Past Presidents Marvin Natiss, mayor of the Village of
North Hills, and Dave Tanner, former mayor of the Village of
East Williston.

Sands Point Mayor Peter Forman and Correne Martinez,
administrator for the Point Washington-Manhasset Office of
Emergency Management.

North Hills Deputy Mayor Dennis Sgambati, Flushing Bank
Government Banking Relationship Manager Danielle Bradle
(Friends of the NCVOA), and North Hills Trustee Gail Cohen.

The Last Word:
“The achievements of an organization
are the results of the combined effort
of each individual.”
– Vince Lombardi
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