
 
 November 2022 Newsletter 

 

 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK: 

Dear Colleagues: 

In last month’s message, I addressed the NCVOA’s 

opposition to the controversial bail reform laws, which we 

publicly articulated at a September 20 joint news conference 

with Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman.  

It appears we are not alone in condemning the relaxed bail 

laws. A Newsday/Sienna College poll released October 13 

revealed Long Islanders overwhelmingly oppose bail reform 

by a more than 2-1 margin. This wide disparity clearly affirms 

that village officials have a profound understanding of their 

residents’ concerns while some state senate and assembly 

representatives are either out of touch with their constituents 

or simply refuse to acknowledge that perceptions are reality.  

With Election Day a week away, the groundswell of 

opposition to bail reform could have a major impact on voting 

outcomes. Regardless of party affiliation, I urge you to 

encourage your residents to support candidates committed 

to making major changes to the current bail laws. 

Thanksgiving Reflections 

How many of you remember a time when the world was 

kinder, gentler and less negative?  When I was younger my 

parents constantly would talk about the good old days, but I  
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was too young to understand what they meant. Now that I am older, I get it and have a new 

appreciation for the good old days. And I often wonder if we ever will return to times when life 

was simpler, respect for others was the norm, and kindness and consideration towards friends 

and strangers made a difference.  

These thoughts have been on the top of my mind lately as we approach this Thanksgiving 

holiday with a shroud of pessimism engulfing our country and our communities – skyrocketing 

crime, inflation, high cost of living, rising homelessness, the war in Ukraine, and the devastating 

effects of Hurricane Ian, to name a few. As we emerge from the COVID aftermath, we find our 

country deeply divided by polarizing political views and a continuing lack of tolerance and 

respect for different viewpoints.  

There is so much strife and uncertainty in the world that it is easy to understand why so many 

people are stressing like never before.  

Regardless of what is happening in our individual lives, we must not lose sight of this holiday’s 

significance: To give thanks. 

As you gather around the table this Thanksgiving with your families and friends, I hope you tune 

out the negativity and appreciate spending precious time together. Because no matter how 

difficult times may seem, we are in a much better place than millions of others around the world.  

President John F. Kennedy once said, “We must find the time to stop and thank the people who 

make a difference in our lives.” I would like to personally thank each of you for your comradery 

and for making a difference in my life.  

I wish you and your families a very Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mayor Nora Haagenson 

 

IN SYMPATHY 

The NCVOA is mourning the passing of Dr. John McGowan, who served as Garden City Trustee 

and Mayor as well as NCVOA President and NCVOA Executive Director. Jack was a retired 

Eastern Suffolk BOCES deputy superintendent who was active in many community 

organizations. A highly respected leader and true gentleman, Jack was the consummate public 

servant and his presence will be greatly missed. We appreciate his dedicated service to the 

NCVOA and extend our heartfelt condolences to Jack’s wife, Charlene and daughter, Carter 

Anne. 



 

CYBER SECURITY INFORMATION: 

Thank you, Friend of the NCVOA, Total Technology Solutions for calling to our attention this 

Nassau County Police Department flyer on cyber security. Click on the following link to view 

and download it – NCPD CYBER FLYER.  Feel free to share it. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The first mechanical lever voting machine debuted in the 1892 election in Lockport, New York. 

By the 1960s, more than half the country’s elections were conducted with lever machines. 

They were used in presidential elections through 1996, until being replaced by computerized 

devices. Today most polling locations have scanning systems, which first appeared in Kern 

City, California in 1962 but only became popular in the past two decades. 

 

THE FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA: 

The logos of our Friends of the NCVOA appear at the end of this newsletter and on our website 

– ncvoa.org.  If you click on a Friends’ logo, you will be taken to their website home page. 

 

 

FROM OUR OCTOBER DINNER MEETING 

 

 

Oyster Bay Supervisor Joe Saladino addressed the general 
membership and spoke about the strong working relationships 

with villages in the Town of Oyster Bay. 

 
 

 

North Hempstead Supervisor Jennifer DeSena discussed some 
of her initial experiences and challenges following her election 

as town supervisor. 

http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2022/09/NCPD-Cyber-flyer.pdf
http://www.ncvoa.org/


 

Baxter Estates Mayor and NCVOA President Nora Haagenson 
with North Hills Mayor and NCVOA Past President Marvin 

Natiss and Trustee Gail Cohen. 

 

 

Flushing Bank Executive Vice President Pat Mezeul (Friends of 
the NCVOA) with North Hills Village Administrator Marianne 

Lobacarro. 

South Floral Park Mayor Nyakya Brown and Floral Park 
Trustee Michael Longobardi. 

Westbury First Deputy Mayor Steve Corte with Manorhaven 
Mayor John Popeleski. 

 

 

Freeport Deputy Mayor Ronald Ellerbe with Mayor and 
NCVOA Past President Robert Kennedy. 

 

 

Sands Point Mayor Peter Forman with Westbury Mayor and 
NCVOA Past President Peter Cavallaro. 



 

Chris Starr, NYCLASS director of investment services (Friends 
of the NCVOA), with Laura Starr. 

 

Kings Point Village Clerk Gomie Persaud with Westbury First 
Deputy Mayor Steve Corte. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Last Word: 
 
 
 

“It is amazing what you can 
accomplish if you do not care  

who gets the credit.”  
 

                          – Harry S. Truman 
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https://engage.att.com/new_york
https://bencorplans.usretirementpartners.com/
http://www.cameronengineering.com
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http://www.corpsyn.com
http://www.db-eng.com
http://www.fnbli.com
http://www.flushingbank.com
http://www.forchellilaw.com
http://www.fbsnet.com


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.goodenergy.com
http://www.h2m.com
http://www.habbank.com
http://www.harrisbeach.com
http://www.hawkins.com
http://www.licanys.org
http://www.mclaughlinstern.com
http://www.mcbanknycom/
http://www.southnassau.org


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.Mhabermanassoc.com
http://www.munistat.com
http://www.nationalgridus.com
http://www.northwell.edu/center-for-emergency-medical-services
http://www.nycom.org/
http://www.newyorkclass.org
http://www.perma.org
http://www.rmbny.com
https://sahnward.com


  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.salernoins.com
http://www.siemens.com
http://www.paston.com
http://www.scvoa.com
http://www.total.us.com
http://www.visionlongisland.com

