
 
 February 2022 Newsletter 

 

ALL IN-PERSON MEETING ATTENDEES 
MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK: 

Dear Colleagues: 
 

In 1849, French writer Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr wrote, 

“The more things change, the more they stay the same”. 

This axiom, to which we all can relate, is still pertinent 173 

years later.  

Regrettably, it is particularly applicable to this year’s state 

budget process. While the governor of the State of New York 

has changed, the protracted anti-village sentiment 

emanating from the Governor’s Mansion has stayed the 

same. Governor Kathy Hochul’s demeanor may be more 

congenial than Andrew Cuomo’s, but her intent to 

marginalize village authority by burying mandates in the 

budget is straight out of Cuomo’s devious tactics playbook.   

With no advance discussion or warning, Governor Hochul 

discreetly tucked into her proposed 2022 budget two local 

zoning directives: Mandatory Accessory Housing and 

Mandatory Transit Oriented Development. These 

mandates directly attack Home Rule, the basic tenet of 

village government, and have no budget impact. This is a 

deliberate attempt to have the state supersede local 

zoning control.  

 

 

OUR NEXT 
MEETING WILL BE 
A ZOOM MEETING 

AT 6:30 PM 
[INVITATION WILL 

FOLLOW BY EMAIL] 
 

TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 8 

 

NYCOM PERSONNEL 
& ITS PRESIDENT 

FRAN MURRAY WILL 
DISCUSS THE 
GOVERNOR’S 

BUDGET & 
LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 

 
 

Click here for our 2021-2022 
meeting schedule. 

 

 

President Daniel Serota 
Mayor of the Village of Brookville 

http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2021/06/2021-2022-NCVOA-MEMBERSHIP-MEETING-SCHEDULE.pdf
http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2021/06/2021-2022-NCVOA-MEMBERSHIP-MEETING-SCHEDULE.pdf


By introducing these unjustified mandates, the governor is intentionally targeting nearly every 

village, town and city in the State of New York. Local elected officials should be concerned and 

outraged. This “one size fits all” approach is imprudent, irresponsible and cannot be effectively 

implemented. From what I am hearing, municipal organizations across the state (including 

NCVOA and NYCOM) are unifying in opposition.     

NYCOM to Provide Budget Insight and Analysis 

With Governor Hochul’s proposed zoning mandates taking center stage, the timing could not 

be better for the NCVOA membership to receive a budget briefing from NYCOM. We are 

fortunate to have NYCOM Executive Director Peter Baynes and his outstanding staff join us at 

the February 8 General Membership meeting. NYCOM President Fran Murray, mayor of the 

Village of Rockville Centre, also will participate. They will update us on the governor’s proposed 

zoning mandates, aid to local municipalities and the NYCOM legislative priorities that will be 

ratified at the upcoming NYCOM February Legislative Priorities meeting.  

Your attendance is crucial as we will discuss potential actions to ensure zoning mandates are 

not included in the final budget. This will be a very informative and important meeting so please 

make every effort to participate. We will remain in Zoom format to make attending more 

convenient for our members and the Albany-based NYCOM staff.  

Thank you for your continued support. I look forward to seeing you February 8. Please continue 

to stay safe and healthy. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Mayor Daniel Serota 

 

HELP US TO HELP YOU: 

As you read above, Home Rule is under attack!  The Governor’s budget proposal includes 

provisions mandating permissibility of Accessory Dwelling Units on every property (ie, 

eliminating one family zoning) and mandating zoning for transit oriented development near 

every LIRR station and bus depot. [Why are these in a “budget”?]  Our memorandum opposing 

these can be found at MEMO.  Our letter to Senator James Gaughran, who is the Chair of the 

Senate Local Government Committee, and to Assemblyman Fred Thiele, who is the Chair of 

the Assembly Local Government Committee, can be found at LETTER.  We strongly encourage 

all our villages to send similar letters to their legislators with copies to Gaughran and Theile as 

soon as possible.  

http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2022/01/Memo-S8006.pdf
http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2022/02/Letter-to-Gaughran-and-Theile-2022-01-31.pdf


Other bills, already existing and to come, also are of concern.  For example a bill proposing that 

village elections be held at the same time as statewide and national elections has been 

introduced in both houses again this year, and we have written to legislators opposing it.  

The NCVOA exists exclusively to serve our 64 villages and their over 475,000 residents. 

Our voice is strong but our voice and 64 others are heard even louder. When we ask you 

to write letters, contact your legislators and other elected officials or take a few minutes 

to respond to surveys, please seriously consider doing so.  

IF YOU MISSED OUR JANUARY MEETING: 

You missed an excellent presentation on the permissibility of people coming into your village 

hall, police department, etc. and videotaping and posting on social media, and best practices 

in dealing with them.  Often this is done to provoke and show you in a negative light. It was 

presented by Wade Beltramo, General Counsel of NYCOM, and David Chauvin, a partner in 

ZE Creative Communications.  Copies of their Powerpoint slides can be found at Chauvin and 

Beltramo, respectively, but much more was covered at the meeting.  

MEET THE FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA: 

The logos of our Friends of the NCVOA appear at the end of this newsletter and on our website 

– ncvoa.org.  If you click on a Friends’ logo, you will be taken to their website home page. 

 

 

FROM OUR DECEMBER TESTIMONIAL DINNER 

HONORING IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT ED LIEBERMAN: 

 

 

 
 

 

http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2022/01/Chauvin-NCVOA-Presentation-.pdf
http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2022/01/NYCOM-First-Amendment-Audits-NCVOA-January-2022-PowerPoint-Slide-Deck-Handout.pdf
http://www.ncvoa.org/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
The Last Word: 
 
 
“No man's life, liberty, or property are 

safe while the legislature is in 
session.” 

 
                             ― Gideon J. Tucker 

 

Published by the NASSAU COUNTY VILLAGE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 231239 ● Great Neck, NY  11023 

516.437.1455 ● exec@ncvoa.org ● www.ncvoa.org 
 

 

FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA 
Click on a Friends’ logo to go to their website home page 

 

   

mailto:exec@ncvoa.org
file:///D:/Documents/--%20NCVOA/1--Newsletters/2021-12%20&%202022-01%20%20Newsletter/www.ncvoa.org
http://www.alticeusa.com
https://engage.att.com/new_york


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.avalonbay.com
https://bencorplans.usretirementpartners.com/
http://www.cameronengineering.com
http://www.compalliance.com
http://www.corpsyn.com
http://www.db-eng.com
http://www.fnbli.com
http://www.flushingbank.com
http://www.forchellilaw.com
http://www.fbsnet.com


 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.goodenergy.com
http://www.h2m.com
http://www.habbank.com
http://www.harrisbeach.com
http://www.hawkins.com
http://www.licanys.org
http://www.mclaughlinstern.com
http://www.mcbanknycom/
http://www.southnassau.org


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.Mhabermanassoc.com
http://www.munistat.com
http://www.nationalgridus.com
http://www.northwell.edu/center-for-emergency-medical-services
http://www.nycom.org/
http://www.perma.org
http://www.psegliny.com
https://rmny.com/
http://www.rmbny.com


 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.salernoins.com
http://www.scvoa.com
http://www.total.us.com
http://www.visionlongisland.com

