
 
February 2020  Newsletter 

SPECIAL MARCH 19 MORNING SEMINARS: 

 

On Thursday, March 19 from 8:30 until 10:30 am we will be 

hosting two seminars.  The first will address village 

assessment options and related matters and will be 

presented by our new Assessors Committee and Rebecca 

Ruscito, counsel to NYCOM.  The second will cover small 

cell law and issues and be presented by Ms. Ruscito.  Further 

details will follow. 
 

They will be at the Westbury Manor and a continental 

breakfast will be served starting at 8 am. 
 

The seminars and breakfast are free to all who are permitted 

to attend our general membership meetings without charge.  

Also, attorneys may receive MCLE. 
 

Unlike our monthly meetings, you must email that you will 

attend, with your name, village or Friend of the NCVOA 

affiliation, position, email address and telephone number to 

rsvpncvoa@gmail.com. 

 

IMPORTANT DATE CHANGE: 

 

Our June election & installation of officers meeting will be 

on Tuesday, June 30, not Thursday, June 25 as originally 

planned.  It will be at the same place and time – Westbury 

Manor starting at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

 
TUESDAY 

FEBRUARY 11, 2020 
 

 GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 
 

6:30PM 
WESTBURY MANOR 

 

Meet our Town 
Supervisors 

 
 
 

Click here for our revised 
meeting schedule.  

 

 

President Edward Lieberman 
Mayor of the Village of Sea Cliff 

mailto:rsvpncvoa@gmail.com
http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2020/02/2019-2020-NCVOA-MEMBERSHIP-MEETING-SCHEDULE-rev-2-1-2020.pdf
http://ncvoa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2020/02/2019-2020-NCVOA-MEMBERSHIP-MEETING-SCHEDULE-rev-2-1-2020.pdf


 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK: 

Dear Colleagues: 

 

As we start 2020, the new state legislative session is already looking to be noteworthy. As in 

the past, I will be attending NYCOM’s Winter Legislative Meeting held in Albany in early 

February. I look forward to reporting to you my observations from that conference. Here are 

some anticipated highlights beyond the typical issues of the tax cap, AIM funding and unfunded 

mandates: 

 

Bail Reform Needs Changes  

The recently enacted Bail Reform Law is quickly drawing criticism from local governments, 

judges, law enforcement groups and civic organizations including Mothers Against Drunk 

Driving (MADD), and for good reason. Simply stated, this is a bad law.  

 

The intent may have been good - to end the longtime practice of having people accused of a 

crime held in jail while awaiting trial because they were too poor to post the required bail. The 

new law ends bail for misdemeanor and low-level felony crimes considered nonviolent. 

 

However, the initial results are alarming. In only the first three weeks of the year, there have 

been numerous instances in Nassau and Suffolk Counties where suspects arrested for 

committing crimes were released without bail, only to once again engage in criminal activity.    

 

As a former Nassau County prosecutor and current criminal defense attorney for over 40 years, 

I have a distinct advantage of being able to look at both sides of the argument. As a defense 

attorney, I would like to see my clients accused of crimes released without bail. But it is wrong 

to automatically release suspected home burglars and repeat offenders without bail and for the 

judge not to have the discretion to impose bail on suspects he or she deem dangerous to 

society. 

 

Discovery Law Requires Quick Turnaround 

Another recently enacted law directly impacting villages is the new Discovery Law. Discovery 

is the process where a criminal defendant learns about the evidence the prosecution has 

compiled in the pending case, i.e. reports, witness statements and physical evidence. 

 

Previously, criminal defendants in New York were entitled to very limited discovery unless and 

until they proceeded to trial. That all changed January 1, 2020. Now, prosecutors are required 

to disclose all information within 15 days after the first court appearance with a possible 



extension of 30 days. This is particularly onerous to those villages that have their own police 

departments as well as all village courts. 

 

I am in court daily and already have seen the court staff overwhelmed with the new workload. 

In some instances, there could be boxloads of information required to be provided within the 

15 days, including witness names and their contact information.  

 

This law went too far. The health and safety of our residents is paramount and this new law 

potentially impacts their safety. We must let our state legislators know this legislation is severely 

flawed and must be corrected. 

 

These are volatile issues for our state legislators as the backlash already has been swift and 

severe. Geoffrey Prime, mayor of the Village of South Floral Park and chair of our  Education 

Committee, also is a former county prosecutor and current criminal defense attorney. He wrote 

a concise and comprehensive review of the new laws and their impacts, which we published in 

last month’s newsletter. If you have not yet read his report, I encourage you to do so as we 

must let our state legislators know that these laws must be revised to protect our residents. 

 

Governor Introduces New Legalization of Recreational Marijuana 

We will look closely at the actual proposed legislation to determine if it addresses some of the 

important issues presented last year in the governor’s budget proposal. 

 

February Meeting Features Town Supervisors 

The upcoming Tuesday, February 11, 2020 General Membership meeting at Westbury Manor 

will feature our three town supervisors as guest speakers. This a good opportunity to share 

mutual concerns and strengthen our working relationships. Please make every effort to attend. 

As usual, the cocktail reception begins at 6:30 pm, followed by the dinner/program at 7:30 pm. 

 

I look forward to seeing you February 11. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Mayor Edward Lieberman 

 

THIS MONTH’S “DID YOU KNOW” IS A TRIVIA QUESTION (AND ANSWER): 

Although recited in one form or another for well over 100 years, in what year did Congress 

officially recognize the Pledge of Allegance?   Don’t Google the answer, it’s at the end of this 

newsletter.  



 

 

MEET THE FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA: 

The logos of our Friends of the NCVOA appear at the end of this newsletter and on our website 

– ncvoa.org.  If you click on a Friends’ logo, you will be taken to their website home page. 

 

 

From our January 2019 Meeting 

 

 

Susan Park, director of Recovery for Nassau County, was the 
guest speaker and updated the membership on the updating of 

the Nassau County Hazard Mitigation Plan process 

 

Energy Systems Group Senior Account Executive Michael 
Ryan (Friends of the NCVOA), NCVOA Executive Director 

Ralph Kreitzman, and Sea Cliff Mayor and NCVOA President 
Ed Lieberman 

 

Hempstead Deputy Mayor Charles Renfroe and Westbury 
Trustee Bill Wise 

 

Plandome Manor Mayor and NCVOA Past President Barbara 
Donno with Comp Alliance Marketing Manager John Triessl 

(Friends of the NCVOA) 

http://www.ncvoa.org/


 

Farmingdale Mayor and NCVOA Immediate Past President 
Ralph Ekstrand with Sea Cliff Mayor and NCVOA President Ed 

Lieberman 

 

NCVOA Counsel Gary Fishberg, North Hills Deputy Mayor 
Dennis Sgambati and Cedarhurst Deputy Mayor Ari Brown. 

 

Saddle Rock Mayor Dr. Dan Levy with Baxter Estates Mayor 
and NCVOA 2nd Vice President Nora Haagenson. 

 

Bellerose Village Trustees Kate Dorry and Kathy Woodruff 

 

Hempstead Mayor Don Ryan with Farmingdale Mayor and 
NCVOA Immediate Past President Ralph Ekstrand 

 

Brookville Mayor and NCVOA 1st Vice President Dan Serota 
with North Hills Mayor and NCVOA Past President Marvin 

Natiss. 



 

 
The Last Word: 
 
“The wise are not wise because they 
make no mistakes. They are wise 
because they correct their mistakes 
as soon as they recognize them.”  
 
                                Orson Scott Card 

 

Published by the NASSAU COUNTY VILLAGE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 231239 ● Great Neck, NY  11023 

516.437.1455 ● exec@ncvoa.org ● www.ncvoa.org 
 

 

FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA 
Click on a Friends’ logo to go to their website home page 

 

 

   

 

 

 

mailto:exec@ncvoa.org
http://www.alticeusa.com
https://engage.att.com/new_york
http://www.avalonbay.com
http://www.benistar.com


 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.cameronengineering.com
http://www.capmark.org
http://www.compalliance.com
http://www.corpsyn.com
http://www.db-eng.com
http://www.energysystemsgroup.com
http://www.fnbli.com
http://www.flushingbank.com
http://www.forchellilaw.com
http://www.fbsnet.com


 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.goodenergy.com
http://www.h2m.com
http://www.habbank.com
http://www.harrisbeach.com
http://www.hawkins.com
http://www.licanys.org
http://www.mclaughlinstern.com
http://www.mcbanknycom/
http://www.Mhabermanassoc.com
http://www.munistat.com


 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.nationalgridus.com
http://www.newyork811.com
http://www.newyorkclass.com
http://www.perma.org
http://www.prochamps.com
http://www.psegliny.com
http://www.rmbny.com
http://www.salernoins.com
http://www.deak-msa.com


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The answer to this month’s trivia question is 1942 by amendment to the US Flag Code.  
It’s name was made official in 1945, and it was last amended in 1954 when “under God” was added.  

All by acts of Congress and signed into law by the President.  
Sorry, no prizes will be awarded for knowing the correct answer. 

http://www.scvoa.com
http://www.southnassau.org
http://www.tgkilaw.com/
http://www.total.us.com
http://www.vhb.com
http://www.visionlongisland.com

