
 
April 2019 Newsletter 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK: 

Dear Colleagues: 

 

March proved to be a hectic month for the NCVOA as we 
battled two key issues in Governor Cuomo’s 2019 budget 
proposal – a massive reduction in AIM funding and 
legalizing recreational marijuana. Both could have 
devastating impacts on local communities. These issues 
have no geographic boundaries and galvanized the joint 
forces of  the NCVOA and Suffolk County Village Officials 
Association (SCVOA). Thanks to the concerted efforts of 
both organizations, it looks as if our voices were heard loud 
and clear. As I write this message, the budget has yet to be 
adopted; however, here is the most current update: 
 

AIM Funding 
 

As I explained in last month’s message, Governor Cuomo’s 
initial budget proposal called for eliminating $60 million in 
AIM funding from municipalities across the state. This riled 
not only village mayors but town supervisors and county 
executives as well. The unified resistance garnered 
widespread media coverage, resulting in the governor 
backing off and restoring AIM funding in his revised budget 
but from the county’s proceeds of internet sales taxes. 
Hopefully that will change back to funding by the state. . 
While this is good news for this year, it still does not 
address the underlying problem that AIM funding has been 
stagnant for ten years. We need an increase in AIM funding 
and the commitment to increase support as costs and 
unfunded state mandates continue to rise. 
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Nassau and Suffolk Villages Unite to Oppose Legalizing Marijuana 
 

In an attempt to infuse new income into his budget, Governor Cuomo included tax revenue 
from the sale of recreational marijuana in New York State. Under the proposed bill, cities, and 
counties with populations greater than 100,000 could opt out but would lose the right to share 
in sales tax revenue. Of particular concern to towns and villages is the state would supersede 
local zoning authority by taking control of approving potential sale sites. We view this as a 
direct attack on Home Rule.  
 

On March 8, the NCVOA and SCVOA held a joint meeting at Molloy College in Farmingdale to 
discuss the proposed recreational marijuana program and options for action. Approximately 
40 village officials attended and listened to NYCOM General Counsel Wade Beltramo 
present an overview of the governor's proposed law and the potential repercussions. 
Following an extended discussion, there was a unanimous decision to oppose the legalization 
of recreational marijuana. A news release was prepared and disseminated to the local media 
as well as Long Island's state and county legislators. The release outlined the proposed law’s 
local impact and shortcomings, and encouraged Nassau and Suffolk Counties to opt out of 
retail sales of recreational marijuana. Immediately after the NCVOA and SCVOA action, both 
county executives announced their respective counties would opt out. 
 

Following the County Executives’ announcements, Nassau County Executive Laura Curran 
released the recommendations of the task force she created to examine the issue. I was 
appointed as one of eight task force members and charged with providing insight from the 
village perspective. I formed a subcommittee comprised of Westbury Mayor Peter Cavallaro, 
Great Neck Plaza Mayor Jean Celender, and Hempstead Deputy Mayor Charles Renfroe. As 
part of our analysis, we met with Nassau County Police Department intelligence personnel to 
obtain relevant facts and information. Following our fact gathering, we created a 
comprehensive report with the following recommendations: 
 

a. Urge Nassau County to opt-out; 
 

b. If the cannabis law is enacted, Nassau County should urge the delayed implementation 
of the law for an extended phase-in period to allow the state, counties and municipalities 
to consider the impacts and enact regulations to flesh out the law, develop the resources 
that will be required to regulate and enforce the law locally, and allow them, if they 
choose, to enact local legislation to limit points of sale and other permissible matters. 
(Section 62 of the Budget Bill both provides for immediate effectiveness); 
 

c. Urge Nassau County to push for stronger local zoning and other control on the locations 
of sale and use; 
 

d. Urge Nassau County to push for a more meaningful revenue share, including a direct 
revenue sharing with all local governments tasked with dealing with the effects of the law. 
The county also should consider a local add-on right to the excise tax for municipal 
revenue enhancement with mandatory sharing with towns and villages; 
 

e. Urge the state to allow villages and other municipalities to ban certain forms of the 
product (e.g., chewable or child-friendly forms such as lollipops, etc.) if they deem 
appropriate; 
 

f. Seek safe harbor for elected village officials under Section 140(3). 
 



Recently Governor Cuomo realized he did not have ample legislative support and dropped his 
proposal to legalize recreational marijuana from the proposed state budget. This was a 
tremendous victory for our county, towns and villages and a prime example of how working 
together can make a difference. I would like to thank Mayors Cavallaro and Celender and 
Deputy Mayor Renfroe for their efforts in helping us prevent this law from being included in the 
state budget. However, we cannot rest on our laurels as this issue is not going away. We must 
remain vigilant in our opposition as the governor is continuing to push for legalization of 
marijuana before the end of this legislative session. 
 

Drug Abuse Expert Supports NCVOA 
 

If there was any doubt in your mind about the potential impact of legalizing recreational 
marijuana in Nassau County, it would have been erased if you attended the March 12 General 
Membership meeting. Our guest speaker was drug abuse expert Dr. Jeffrey Reynolds, CEO 
of Family and Children’s Association Services and past executive director of the Long Island 
Council on Drug and Alcohol Dependence. Dr. Reynolds chaired the Suffolk County 
Heroin/Opiate Epidemic Advisory Panel and is a member of the Nassau County Heroin 
Prevention Task Force Executive Committee. Dr. Reynolds provided chilling statistics and 
personal accounts of his experiences with people of all ages and demographics battling drug 
and alcohol addiction. We thank him for his excellent presentation and appreciate his 
affirmation of the NCVOA’s position against the legalization of recreational marijuana. 
 

Mayor Tanner Retires 
 

After serving on the Village of East Williston Board of Trustees for 21 years, the last eight as 
mayor, Mayor David Tanner decided not to run for re-election. A dedicated public servant, 
Mayor Tanner also has been active on the NCVOA Executive Committee and served as 
NCVOA President. We will miss his wisdom and guidance and appreciate his service to our 
organization. We wish him many years of continued good health and happiness.  
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mayor Ralph Ekstrand 

 

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS SOUGHT:   

At our Thursday, June 27 annual meeting, we will elect and install our officers for the year 
starting that day.   

In accordance with our By-Laws, our officers – President, First Vice President, Second Vice 
President and Treasurer – must be a mayor or trustee of a member village in good standing. 
Our President had appointed a Nominating Committee, which is charged with nominating 
officers for election.  The Committee is comprised of Mayors Peter Cavallaro (chair), Elliot 
Conway, Barbara Donno and Bernard Ryba and Deputy Mayor Dennis Sgambati. 



If you are interested in serving in one of those positions, please send your resume and any 
other relevant information to our Executive Director, Ralph Kreitzman at exec@ncvoa.org by 
May 30.  Nominations also may be made by a writing signed by at least 25 elected officials 
representing at least five member villages and filed with our Executive Director no later than 
June 17. 

Please note that the annual meeting is not on the usual second Tuesday of the month.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

NCVOA Spearheads Effort to Secure Funding for Electronic Voting Machines 
If your village recently held March elections, chances are the voting process was uneventful. 
But if not for the integrated efforts of the NCVOA and former State Senator Jack Martins and 
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel, it could have been a completely different outcome. 

For decades, village elections were conducted with lever voting machines, rented from the 
Nassau County Board of Elections. In 2010, Governor Andrew Cuomo spearheaded legislation 
calling for the elimination of lever voting machines in favor of electronic machines. The sunset 
date, which had been extended twice due in large part to NCVOA efforts, was December 31, 
2015.   

Just prior to the sunset date, the Nassau Board of Elections had advised villages it would be 
incapable of providing electronic voting machines for village elections. This would have left 
villages in the very tenuous position of having to fend for themselves and make their own 
costly arrangements, or resort to paper ballot elections. From the beginning, the NCVOA 
viewed this as another unfunded mandate as the cost for villages to purchase these machines 
would have been substantial. 

Since 2010, the NCVOA had been meeting and communicating with our state elected officials 
in Albany and locally regarding the numerous fiscal and logistical challenges the electronic 
voting machine legislation created for Nassau County’s villages, school districts and special 
districts. During this time, the NCVOA made several unsuccessful attempts to work with the 
Nassau County Board of Elections to resolve these issues.  

In 2015, President Peter Cavallaro and the Executive Committee teamed with Senator 
Martins and Assemblywoman Schimel to pass legislation that included $2 million in the state 
budget for Nassau County to offset the cost of purchasing electronic voting machines for use 
by villages, school districts, and special districts. As a result, villages can rent electronic 
voting machines from the Nassau Board of Elections at a reasonable cost. 

This issue never lost momentum, despite having several different presidents and Executive 
Board members involved. This is another example of the NCVOA’s vigilance on an issue 
critical to village operations and its value to every Nassau County village. 
 

MEET THE FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA: 
Please visit our website  --  ncvoa.org  --  click on the FRIENDS link under our banner and then 

click on FRIENDS OF THE NCVOA.  If you click on their logos, you will be taken to their website 

home page. 
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http://www.ncvoa.org/
http://www.ncvoa.org/


March 2019 Meeting Attendees 

 

Guest speaker Dr. Jeffrey Reynolds, CEO of Family and 
Children’s Association Services and past executive director of the 
Long Island Council on Drug and Alcohol Dependence, shared his 

perspective on the governor’s proposed legalization of 
recreational marijuana 

 

NCVOA Past President and Former East Williston Mayor Dave 
Tanner, Farmingdale Mayor and NCVOA President Ralph 

Ekstrand, and Massapequa Park Mayor Jeff Pravato 

 

Westbury Trustee Bill Wise with Westbury Mayor and NCVOA 
Past President Peter Cavallaro 

 

Brookville Mayor and NCVOA Treasurer Dan Serota with 
Plandome Manor Mayor and NCVOA Past President Barbara 

Donno. 

 

North Hills Deputy Mayor Dennis Sgambati with North Hills 
Mayor and NCVOA Past President Marvin Natiss 

 

Brookville Mayor and NCVOA Treasurer Dan Serota, Great 
Neck Plaza Mayor and NCVOA 1st Vice President Jean 

Celender, and Flushing Bank Executive Vice President Pat 
Mezeul (Friends of the NCVOA) 



 

Saddle Rock Mayor Dr. Dan Levy with Mineola Trustee George 
Durham 

 

Centre Island Mayor Larry Schmidlapp with Upper Brookville 
Mayor Elliot Conwa 

 

East Rockaway Mayor Bruno Romano with NCVOA Executive 
Director Emeritus Warren Tackenberg 

 

North Hills Deputy Mayor Dennis Sgambati and Haberman 
Associates Project Manager Rich Stevens (Friends of the 

NCVOA) 

 

Plandome Heights Trustee Al Solomon and Plandome Trustee 
Don Richardso 

 

NCVOA Executive Director Emeritus Warren Tackenberg with 
Executive Director Ralph Kreitzman 



 

 
The Last Word: 
 
 
Why is it that people who know the 
least, know it the loudest? 
 
                           Anonymous 
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